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The new carpet  at    

Canons Ashby 

(featured in our  

Spring 2019         

Newsletter)                          

has now been fitted. 

View it in colour on 
our website  

or go and see it. 
 

Photo by Isobel Palmer  
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Trips and Visits 

We would like to remind all members that our outings can be quite     
tiring. We often visit places with old and uneven floors, stairs that can   
be difficult with no lift options and gardens and tours that may involve 
quite a lot of walking. Always check with the organiser if you have        
mobility problems. Members who need assistance should bring a      
companion.  

Departure Point 

The Committee has made arrangements with St Mark’s Church, Bilton  
for the use of their car park so, unless stated, we depart from there.    
We try to use as little space as possible, so please park on the side away 
from the church and as close together as possible. 

 Association Committee 

 

The RNTA Database 
 

Full details of our membership are kept on personal computers for the       
purpose of membership subscriptions, circulation of Newsletters and the 
management of coach trips and other activities of the Rugby National Trust 
Association. Such details will not be disclosed to any third party. 

 

Printer Cartridges and Mobile Phones 
 

The National Trust has a scheme for collecting used printer cartridges and     
mobile phones (preferably with charger) that contributes towards fundraising.  
A collection box will be available at meetings. 

 

Photos for Review of 2019 on 6 February 2020 

Please give to Isobel Palmer 

Or send to isobelpalmer@btinternet.com 
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Letter from the Committee 
 

 We are pleased once again to say that Rugby National Trust continues to      
flourish. The most readily visible evidence is the gratifyingly continuing increase 
in attendance at our talks and, behind the scenes, our finances remain in a very 
healthy state (see the Treasurer’s Report on p6). Accordingly we were very 
pleased to be able to donate £3500 to Canons Ashby recently to enable them to 
replace outdated furniture (folding chairs, folding tables, a storage trolley and 
several children’s benches). Our membership numbers remain strong, with    
welcome new members offsetting inevitable retirements as time goes by. 
 

 As before, we wish to give  many thanks to all who organise and help with the 
Summer programme of visits and with our talks and meetings. A special thank 
you goes to Michael Turner for continuing to manage our website so efficiently 
and, we once again, commend all members to read it for full details and latest 
news about all our activities (web address on the front cover). 
 

 The website gives details of all the Committee members’ roles and we hope that 
some of you might wish to find out more, with a view to offering your support 
and help to maintain the success of our Association. As usual, full details of the 
present Committee members are inside the front cover and they would all     
welcome informal approaches, however tentative, from you. A particular        
upcoming vacancy will be that of the Membership Secretary (see p4) and we 
should like to express our deepest gratitude to Pat Downton for her unstinting 
and stalwart work in that capacity for many years. 
 

 Do continue to spread the good word about our talks, visits and activities to 
friends and acquaintances and encourage them to visit us and, better still, join 
RNTA! If you live in an area where you feel there is insufficient knowledge about 
us, please see Pam Southern to obtain a poster which might be displayed       
suitably in your locality. 
 

 Finally, it is also proposed that from 2020 onwards, membership of RNTA 
should be open to anyone, whether they are members of the main National 
Trust or not. To this end, the move will be formally proposed at the January 
2020 Annual General Meeting and, hopefully, ratified by a vote at an EGM,     
Extraordinary General Meeting, which will be organised at the start of our 
scheduled meeting on Thursday, 6 February 2020, at 2.30 pm at Dunchurch   
Village Hall. 
 

 

 

Compiled by George Brunavs (Talks and Meetings Secretary/        

Vice-Chairman) in consultation with other Committee members 
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NEW ORGANISERS WELCOMED 

Visits Planning Meeting                                  

 Wednesday, 8 April 2020 at 7.30 pm 

 

Our Planning Meeting for 2021 visits will be in the Committee Room at 

the Dunchurch Village Hall 

We are looking for new people with ideas for outings who are willing 

to organise or help with a visit  

There will be plenty of help and advice to get you started  

if you need it  

 

 

We are looking for a  

Membership Secretary and  

Deputy Membership Secretary  

The roles entail:  
 

Maintaining an up-to-date membership database  
Arranging the collection and banking of yearly subscriptions  
Providing the treasurer with membership details  
Enrolling new members  
Ensuring that members receive the twice-yearly newsletter    

These positions entitle you to a position on our Committee which meets 
four times a year—February, June, October and December  
Subscriptions are due on 1 October which makes this the busiest time. 

However, most members pay by standing order and much of the work is 

on the Database and liaising with other members of the Committee.  

PLEASE TALK TO ANY OF THE COMMITTEE IF YOU COULD HELP  
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THE RUGBY NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION 
32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Thursday 16
th  January 2020 

at 2.30 pm in the Dunchurch Village Hall 

Agenda 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Minutes of the last AGM  

3. Matters Arising 

4. Treasurer's Report  

5. Chairman's Report 

6. Election of Committee – The members of Rugby National Trust Association 
that are put forward for election in the year 2020 are:  

Vacant    (Chair) 

David Knapp  (Treasurer)  

Anne Turner   (Secretary) 

Vacant   (Membership Secretary) 

Vacant (Deputy Membership Secretary)  

Pam Southern   (Bookings Secretary)  

Vacant    (Publicity Officer)  

George Brunavs   (Meetings Secretary/ Vice chair) 

Pauline Springett  (Visits Co-ordinator) 

Malcolm Tennant  (Sales Table)  

Michael Turner   (Web Editor)  

Isobel Palmer   (Newsletter Editor) 

7.   Appointment of Independent Examiner 

8.   Subscription 

9.   Any Other Business 

10.   Next Annual General Meeting will be Thursday 21st  January 2021 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2018/19 

 

The accounts for 2018/19 show a net surplus for the year of £3,731.68, an     
increase of £1,012.92 over the previous year. This was achieved by various 
means, including combining the admission fee and refreshment charge at 
meetings and by increasing the funds raised through raffles, sales and         
recycling. It was also encouraging to see significant increases in attendance   
at afternoon and evening meetings. Membership numbers continued to hold 
up well and we welcomed a number of new members to the Association. 

 As at 30th September 2019 the total financial reserves of the Association 
stood at £8,514.75.This figure takes into account donations totalling 
£6,960.00 made to Canons Ashby, Farnborough Hall, Packwood House and 
Stoneywell Cottage. As always the Committee will continue to monitor how 
these donations are spent and it is anticipated that further donations will be 
made shortly. We will continue to keep members informed at meetings and 
via the website – www.rugbynationaltrust.org.  

 It is the commitment, effort and hard work of various individuals and groups 
of members that enables the Association to continue to raise funds in support 
of the work of the National Trust at local, regional and national level, as well 
as offering a range of social activities to make your membership of the        
National Trust more enjoyable.   

 It has been agreed by the Committee that the current subscription rates of 
£10 for an individual and £15 for couples will remain the same for 2020/21. 
We will continue to pursue other areas of fund raising that we consider to be 
appropriate and any ideas or suggestions that you may have are always most 
welcome.  

 Finally, thanks once again go to Ian Stimson for examining, and approving, 
the accounts and bank records of the Association. If any member would like a 
copy of the full Balance Sheet, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

David Knapp  

Honorary Treasurer 
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 SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 2018/19  

 

 

      2017/18 2018/19 

      

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS     2,950.00 2,860.00 

LESS expenditure on meetings,     

          newsletters, etc     2,318.21 3,007.32 

      

Surplus for the year 631.79 - 147.32 

      

ADDITIONAL INCOME     

      

Trips and Visits        900.00 1,716.00 

Sales Table        167.00 248.00 

Raffles   174.00 

Admission to Meetings        886.50 1,562.00 

Bank Interest            1.39 6.00 

PC Recycling          23.08 54.00 

Donations           109.00 119.00 

Net surplus for the year     2,718.76 3,731.68 

Donations to N.T. Projects   6,960.00 

 Balance brought forward 9,024.31 11,743.07 

 Balance carried forward 11,743.07 8,514.75 
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PROGRAMME of OUTINGS for 2020 
 

Walk from Braunston 

Wednesday, 6th May 2020 

By car we meet at Boat Inn, Braunston for a 10 am start 

Organised by Mark Furber  

Supported by Flick Furber 

 
We start from the Boat Inn at Braunston at 10 am. Joining the towpath we cross 

the beautiful iron bridge at the junction of the Oxford and Grand Union canals, 

climbing back to the road and immediately crossing a stile, we follow a path 

across fields to the railway embankment which once carried the Great Central 

line. Crossing four more fields and passing Willoughby House we reach the road to 

Sawbridge. In  Sawbridge we join a bridleway, and after a mile cross the Grand 

Union canal and soon afterwards the dismantled Central Railway. 

 Carrying on along the path, we pass the 13th century church of St Peter’s at 

Wolfhamcote, land enclosures resulted in the death of the village, and just past 

the church is the site of another “lost village” – Braunstonebury. 

 We carry on along the path and reach the Boat Inn where we can purchase lunch, 

in total we will have walked five miles. 
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Tissington Well Dressings and Tissington Hall 

Tuesday, 26th May 2020 

By coach departing at 9 am 

Organised by Pauline Springett  

Supporter required 

 

The origins of Well Dressing are lost in antiquity. It is thought they may have their 
roots in pagan customs. One theory says that the custom began just after the Black 
Death of 1348-9. Although the population round about was ravaged by plague, in 
Tissington all escaped and the immunity was ascribed to the purity of the water 
supply. It became the custom to decorate the wells in thanksgiving. There are 6 
wells scattered around the village. In addition to the Wells, in the centre of the vil-
lage stands Tissington Hall. The Tissington Estate has been home to the Fitzherbert 
family since the reign of Elizabeth I. Tissington Hall is a house of many extensions, 
originally built in the early 17th century, a top floor was added around 1700 and 
then the well-known Derby architect, Joseph Pickford, remodelled the west aspect 
around 1780 by adding a 
projecting central bay 
and open arcading on the 
ground floor. Further  
extensions took place in 
1902. 
 

 Our day starts by leaving 
St Mark’s car park at 9 
am.  We will have morn-
ing coffee/tea (included) 
at the Coach & Horses in 
Fenny Bentley, before 
proceeding to the village 
of Tissington to com-
mence our tour of the 
Hall at 11.30.  
 

After the tour of the Hall we return to the Coach & Horses for lunch. (included)   
 

After lunch we will return to the village so that members can view the various 
wells. Afternoon tea is available at the Old Coach house tea rooms but the cost is 
not included.  
 

Our coach will leave Tissington at 4.45 arriving in Rugby at approx. 6.15 pm. 
 

 

 

Tissington Hall 

cont... 
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Members booked on the outing will receive a form for making menu choices when 

the coloured booking form is returned to you. 

 

Tissington Well Dressings and Tissington Hall  (cont.) 

Menu 

Main 
Roast beef with Yorkshire pudding 
Or 
Chicken Supreme with a mushroom & 
Stilton sauce 
Or 
Mixed vegetables in a cheese sauce 
with a herb crumble topping 
 

Dessert 
Homemade chocolate & orange sponge 
with custard 
Or 
Toffee honeycombe cheesecake with  
ice cream 
Or 
Lemon meringue roulade with fresh     
raspberries 

Middleton Hall and Gardens, North Warks 

Tuesday, 9th June 2020 

By coach departing at 10 am  

Organised by Pauline Springett  

Supporter required 

 
Middleton Hall and Gardens is a little-known site located on the North Warwick-

shire border, between Tamworth and Sutton Coldfield. The estate covers 42 acres 

which encompasses a historic manor house, an eighteenth-century Walled Garden 

and the oldest man-made lake in North Warwickshire. The Hall has a long history 

spanning over 900 years. It has been home to many interesting characters including 

a commander of the Battle of Hastings, a Tudor explorer and two extraordinary  

naturalists. The medieval stone building is the oldest domestic building in Warwick-

shire. 

The Hall is run by an independent charitable trust that was founded in 1980. A lived

-in family home up until 1966, the house was bought by Amey Roadstone who used 

the estate for gravel extraction. The company had no use for the buildings and  

cont... 
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Middleton Hall and Gardens (cont) 

 
grounds and it was left derelict for ten years. In 1977, a group of ramblers came 

across the Hall and were dismayed by the sorry state. They approached North War-

wickshire Borough Council for funding but the application was rejected as they 

deemed the Hall past repair. Undeterred they founded Middleton Hall Trust in 

1980. Amey Roadstone granted them a sum of £25,000 per year for ten years to be 

spent purely on materials. Middleton Hall was saved by an intrepid volunteer army 

and it would not be standing today without them. 

We will depart St Mark’s car park at 10 am arriving at Middleton Hall by 11 am. We 

will be served tea/coffee followed by an Introductory talk lasting 20 minutes. We 

will then be split up into groups of 15 for a guided tour of the Hall. A buffet lunch 

will then be served consisting of  

Selection of sandwiches 

Selection of savoury sides 

Salad and tortillas 

Tea and coffee. 
 

Members with special dietary 

needs please indicate. 

After lunch members will be free to explore the gardens and independent shops in 

The Courtyard.. We will leave Middleton Hall by 4 pm arriving back at approximate-

ly 5 -5.15 pm. 

Special Note  Please indicate on the booking form if you are a HHA member and a 

refund will be payable on the day of the visit. 

The Jettied building 
 

Photo from Wikipedia 
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Attingham Park, Shropshire 

Wednesday, 24th June, 2020 

By coach departing at 9.00 am 

Organised by George Brunavs  

Supported by Val Brunavs 

 

 Attingham and its park delight by their splendour and beauty. The mansion of 1783

-89 has a Neo-classical grandeur of great simplicity externally, and is of exquisite 

refinement within. It was built for Noel Hill, 1st Lord Berwick, by the Scots architect 

George Steuart, designer of the very original Neo-classical circular church of St. 

Chad’s in Shrewsbury. Three storeys high, the house is fronted by a stunning Ionic 

portico reaching the full height, and is linked to side wings by columned quadrants. 

 The interior is a sequence of Neo-classical rooms as fine as any in the whole of   

Britain; highlights include the Adam-style plasterwork in the Drawing Room and  

Library, the outstandingly beautiful boudoir, and John Nash’s Picture Gallery, which 

has a quite exceptional art collection built up by the 2nd and 3rd Lords Berwick. Also 

by Nash is the fine circular staircase leading off this gallery (Nash also built the 

charming Italianate villa of Cronkhill, near to Attingham). 

 The parkland is dotted with mature oaks, elms and beeches, sloping down to the 

river Tern, and with views to the Shropshire hills. It is locally much loved and is a 

magnificent example of Picturesque landscaping by Humphrey Repton, of around 

1800; a naturalistic style which succeeded the carefully designed vistas created by 

Capability Brown in other country estates a few decades earlier.    

 We shall leave St. Mark’s, Bilton at 9 am and proceed directly to Attingham, aiming 

to arrive by 11 am. After a short period of time to allow you to buy refreshments 

and visit the facilities, we shall be given a half-hour introductory talk about      

Attingham and the Berwick family. After that the day will be a completely free-flow 

one, with members able to purchase lunch/snacks as and when you wish. You may 

also opt to join one of the guided tours, at times which will be displayed, and which 

are on a first-come-first-served basis. We will be leaving Attingham at 4.15 pm, to 

return to Bilton by 6 pm. 

Please remember to bring your National Trust membership cards. 
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Broadway Village and Steam Train Trip 

Tuesday, 7th July 2020 

By coach departing at 9 am 

Organised by Janet Wayland  

Supported by Ken Wayland  

 
We start the day with a visit to the Cotswold village of Broadway renowned for its 

honey coloured stone cottages, picturesque streets and historic architecture. We 

aim to arrive in Broadway around 10 am, you are then free to explore Broadway 

village with its wide main street lined with a selection of shops ranging from      

antique and art shops to small independent gift shops, coffee shops and               

restaurants.   

 

Please ensure that you have some lunch before boarding the coach to proceed to 

Broadway Steam Railway Station. 

The Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway is a volunteer operated heritage rail-

way and our steam train will take a round trip of 28 miles. Our train departs at 

1.50 pm making short stops at Toddington, Winchcombe and Gotherington       

Stations and on to Cheltenham Race Course Station. We will pass through some of 

the most spectacular scenery in the Cotswolds as the line commands wonderful 

views of nearby sleepy hamlets and villages with outlooks across the Malvern Hills 

and beyond. We arrive at Cheltenham Race Course at 2.50 pm and leave for our 

return journey back to Broadway Station at 3.20 pm. We will then meet the coach 

for our trip home and should be back in Rugby by 6 pm. 

Photo from ‘Visit Broadway’ website 
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Goodrich Castle and Symonds Yat 

Thursday, 23rd July 2020 

By coach departing at 8.30 am 

Organised by Mark Furber  

Supported by Flick Furber 
 

The perfect medieval castle, Goodrich stands amid woods on a rocky crag,        

commanding the passage of the River Wye into the picturesque valley of Symonds 

Yat. 

Begun in the 11th century 

by the English landowner 

Godric, hence the name 

“Godric’s Castle”, Henry 

III’s half brother rebuilt its 

defences and living       

quarters. During the Civil 

War both sides held 

Goodrich, eventually the 

Royalists surrendered after 

damage by a Parliamentarian mortar known today as “Roaring Meg” which you 

will see at the castle. 

A modern addition is the stained glass in the chapel to commemorate members of 

the RAF Radar Research Squadron who lost their lives developing radar, some in a 

crash near the castle in 1942. 

On arrival after tea or coffee we will have a guided tour of the castle followed by a 

sandwich lunch.  After lunch we will take the coach to Symonds Yat Rock. This  

gives a wonderful view of the Wye Valley and with luck we may see peregrine   

falcons nesting on the cliff side so bring your binoculars. The walk up to the rock    

is relatively steep so should be taken slowly. 

We will leave St Mark’s Car park at 8.30 am arriving at Goodrich around 10.45 am.  

We will leave Symonds Yat at 3.30 to be back at Rugby for 6 pm. 

Photo by Mark Furber 
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Shugborough Hall, Staffordshire 

Wednesday, 29 July 2020 

By coach - departing  at 9.00 am 

Organised by Roger & Catherine Jones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shugborough Hall lies on the northern boundary of Cannock Chase and was the family home 

of the Anson family from 1624 to 1966 when the estate was given to the National Trust in 

lieu of death duties. The Georgian house we see today dates from 1694 and is set in 900 

acres of parkland. The society photographer Lord Litchfield was the last family resident and 

his apartment is open to the public by timed ticket. The ground floor of the mansion is open 

but is depleted of contents which were either sold or taken by the family. There is a very 

interesting account of how the Ansons amassed their wealth. The kitchen and servants 

quarters are also open. 

 There is a small but attractive formal garden and beautiful walks through an adjacent     

arboretum. Generally the terrain is flat and the paths wide and hard standing. 

 Other attractions include a walled garden, 19C farm buildings including water mill (not 

working), tea room at the farm, café at the mansion, NT shop and plant sales area adjacent 

to the walled garden. 

 For the more adventurous there are numerous walks throughout the parkland. 

There are no guided tours for groups offered. So, the entire day will be on a free flow basis, 

including the provision of refreshments.  

Warning :- The only access to Lord Litchfield’s apartment is by staircase. 

Returning to reach Rugby at 5.30pm 
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Tetbury and Chavenage House 

Wednesday, 9th September 2020 

By coach departing  8.30  am 

Organised by Aileen Brown  

Supporter Isobel Palmer 

 

 Chavenage is an Elizabethan manor house which is almost unchanged since its   

construction in 1576.  It is still very much a family house and the Lowsley-Williams 

family have been there since 1891 being only the second family to live in the house.  

The family themselves show visitors around the house and organise the catering.  

The property contains many interesting items from the Elizabethan period and also 

from the English Civil War when the owner of the house was a Parliamentarian.  

Because of its unchanged character the house has been used as a location for many 

film and television 

programmes.  In 

particular fans of 

the very popular 

TV series Poldark 

may recognise 

some interiors as 

the Poldarks’ 

home Trenwith. 

 

 We leave from St. Mark’s car park and travel to Tetbury which is the quintessential 

Cotswold town with its honey coloured buildings. There is the Market House (1655) 

and St Mary’s Church (1781) and many small shops, cafes and restaurants. We hope 

to have about l ½ hours there to have a look round and perhaps have a coffee.  We 

then travel on to Chavenage House to have a two course lunch (included).    

Details of the menu will be enclosed when booking forms are returned.   

 After lunch we will be split into groups and taken on a guided tour of the house.  

There will be time to look around the gardens and perhaps to have a cup of tea (not 

included) before we leave. We hope to be back in Rugby about 6.30 pm. 
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