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Despite the 

long, hot      

summer, we 

managed to get 

caught in a 

shower, but it 

didn’t stop our 

tour of                  

Tissington Hall’s  

garden 

Photographed    

by 

George Brunavs 
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Letter from the Committee 

A warm welcome once again to all of you as we embark upon our second year of 

activities after our enforced shutdown from March 2020 to September 2021.       

Following the understandably tentative start to our 2021-22 season lectures last 

autumn, audience numbers picked up encouragingly in the Spring of 2022, although 

perhaps still not quite up to pre-pandemic levels. This was despite the upsurge of 

the Omicron variant around February, to which a few of our Committee succumbed, 

though thankfully with only mild symptoms! But we soldier on into the so-called 

“new normal”, and a full programme of lectures for 2022-23 has been arranged, 

details of which you will find in this Newsletter. We hope you will find them varied, 

informative and enjoyable. 

It is also gratifying to report that our summer outings re-started after two whole 

years when they just could not be safely run. There were a few less of these this 

year than before 2020 and most were “second attempts” at those planned and   

cancelled in that year. They have been as well supported as ever, though, and the 

2023 programme is on its way. It will be published as usual in the spring Newsletter. 

We do still need some more people to come forward and offer to organise visits, 

however, to avoid the programme shrinking; anyone wanting to find out more 

about what this involves should contact Pauline Springett or Pam Southern or just 

come along to our Visits Planning meeting for 2024, held in April of next year, not 

necessarily with any obligation, but just to find out how it all works. 

12 members exploring Canons Ashby Stew Ponds on a hot day in July 
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Letter from the Committee cont ... 

Also, as has been stressed in recent years, the Committee still has vacancies for a 

Secretary, Publicity Officer, and Website Manager. Do please contact any of the 

existing Committee to offer your help and talk about what you might be able to 

do. In this context, we are very pleased to welcome Tim Seakins, who is taking 

over the duties of Treasurer; Tim will start in October, as announced elsewhere in 

this Newsletter. 
 

As the severest dangers from Coronavirus slowly retreat, the practice of mask-

wearing and social distancing will now be a matter of personal choice at our 

meetings, rather than a requirement; but one positive outcome from recent   

safety measures at talks is the practice of people bringing their own cups or mugs 

for tea or coffee. This has helped greatly with the organisation of interval refresh-

ments and we hope you agree – please continue this when you come to 

meetings!  
 

Note also that there will be raffles at every afternoon meeting, as in 2021-22, but 

not at the evening meetings. 

Special note: Malcolm Tennant would like some help with setting out the chairs 

and his Sales Table at our meetings. If you would like to give some assistance, 

please have a word with him, or just turn up 30 minutes or so before the talk, and 

lend a hand! 

Looking further forward to 2023, we hope that our encouragingly well-stocked 

funds will soon be put to use again to support local National Trust properties with 

their improvement projects, as we regularly did before Covid. This after all is our 

main reason for being. 

As always, we extend our best wishes to all of you and that you all continue to 

stay well and safe. We look forward to seeing you (and hopefully more of you!)   

at our talks and on our outings and to a prosperous and active 2022-23 for our 

Association. 
 

Compiled by George Brunavs in association with all other Committee members  

Printer Cartridges and Mobile Phones 

We are still collecting these for the NT scheme 

A collection box is available by the Sales Table 
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Membership News 
 

We are pleased to report that membership has fallen only slightly over the last 
two years despite being forced to reduce our activities due to Covid. Since last 
year we have lost 20 members but gained 16 new ones and currently have a total 
membership of 268 comprised of 118 single members and 75 joint members. 
 
The membership fees for the coming year which starts on 1st October remain   
unchanged at £10 for a single membership and £15 for joint membership (two 
people at the same address). 
 
Currently over 75% of our members pay by standing order and, if you are one of 
those, clearly you need take no action. If you do not pay by standing order your  
annual membership fee is due on the 1st October 2022. Payment can be made by 
posting a cheque to the membership secretary or by payment by cheque or cash 
in person at any of the meetings in Dunchurch Village Hall. You might also wish to 
consider switching to payment by standing order which reduces our admin-
istration. The membership secretary will be happy to supply you with a standing 
order form on request. 

Adrian Futter 
Membership Secretary 

 
 

Introducing Tim Seakins – our new Treasurer 
  

Tim Seakins has been a member of the RNTA for 5 years and has enjoyed the trips 
and the meetings at Dunchurch and now feels ready to join the Committee as 
Treasurer. He was the Treasurer of the Daventry branch of the largest Teachers' 
Association for 15 years before his retirement from teaching in 1999. He was also 
the auditor of the Rugby teachers' association for some years and of the Parent 
Teacher Association of his own school in Daventry where he was the Deputy- 
Head for 22 years. He and his wife, Sandra, have lived in Rugby for 48 years. 
 
 

Tim Seakins has been co-opted onto the committee and will be Acting Treasurer 

from 1 October. He will be seeking election as Treasurer at the AGM in January 

 

The RNTA Database 
 

Full details of our membership are kept on personal computers for the purpose  

of membership subscriptions, circulation of Newsletters and the management    

of coach trips and other activities of the Rugby National Trust Association. Such 

details will not be disclosed to any third party. 
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THE RUGBY NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the 34th
 Annual General Meeting                                                                   

held in the Dunchurch Village Hall on 20th January 2022 at 2.30pm  

George Brunavs, Vice Chair, took the chair and opened the meeting by welcoming 
30 Association  Members. George requested members to collect the spring 2020 
newsletters from the table in the entrance lobby before the AGM as they contained 
the agenda and summary of the accounts  

1.  Apologies had been received Anthony Addams and Peter Elliott.  

2.  Minutes of the 33rd Annual General Meeting were printed in the Spring 2021  
Newsletter and were not read out at this AGM. 

Val Brunavs proposed that the minutes be approved, seconded by Pauline Springett                                             

and George Brunavs signed them as a true record. 

3.  There were no Matters Arising  

4  Acting Treasurer’s Report  

David Knapp retired as Treasurer on 30th September 2021 and we thank him 
for all the work he did to keep the accounts in good order. We are delighted 
that we have a new person willing to take over but he cannot start until later 
this year. Pam Southern agreed to act as Treasurer for this year and we hope 
Tim will take over on 1st October 2022.  
 

Again we record our thanks to Ian Stimson who continues to be the                  
Independent Examiner of the accounts.  
 

Until the relaunch of the programme of talks there has been little activity in the 
accounts but we thank all our members who have been so loyal and maintained 
their membership over these challenging two years. We shall keep the annual 
membership fees at £10 for single members and £15 for joint membership for 
the next twelve months. Pam 
 

Brian Williamson proposed that the Treasurer’s report be approved seconded 
by Pauline Williamson 

5 Committee Report 

The Vice Chair gave the following committee report: 

We should like to start by hoping that this new year finds you and yours all safe 
and well. As we all gradually try to emerge from the difficult times of recent 
months, so Rugby National Trust is determined to maintain as full a programme 
of activities as possible. As you will all know by now, talks have begun again in 
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5 Committee Report (cont) 

in Dunchurch Village Hall, and have been running safely and smoothly. High-
lights have been ‘Recent Developments at Canons Ashby’, “The Panama      
Canal’, and   ‘A Thousand Years of Stained Glass’ . There is a booked                    
programme running through to March as in pre-Covid years, and work is              
progressing on our programme for 2022-23. Membership has fallen slightly to 
271, but that does include a few very welcome new members. 
  

Audiences at the talks have been, perhaps not surprisingly, a little down in 
numbers compared to pre-pandemic days, and we totally respect any           
members’ concerns about returning to public events after the recent lock-
downs. Whenever you do decide to come to a talk, please be assured that we 
provide sensible safety measures, including provision of hand sanitiser,            
encouragement of mask-wearing, adequate ventilation and socially distanced 
seating. Following a suggestion from members, we also encourage people to 
bring their own cups or mugs for hot drinks at the interval. 
 

Since the Association has of necessity been in a state of suspension for all this 
time, (as have donations to local National Trust properties), our finances have  
remained in a very healthy state, so that we can endeavour to ride out the 
present continuing period of uncertainty while hopefully audience numbers 
recover. Also, we are carefully putting together a programme of Summer 
outings, details of which can be found in the new Spring Newsletter. We also 
had a very successful Christmas lunch at Ansty Hall near Coventry, for which 
we thank Pauline Springett and everyone else involved in organising that. 
 

On a more troubling note, during 2021 we had resignations from our                   
Committee of David Knapp, our Treasurer, and Anne Turner, our Secretary. 
Michael Turner, who was our website compiler and editor, also ceased to be a 
full Committee member, but has kindly continued to manage it for the time 
being. We should like to offer our grateful thanks for the sterling work they all 
did in helping to make RNTA the success that it became, and still is. Needless 
to say their work has now had to be shared out among the remaining 6-strong 
Committee, with the inevitable increase in pressure this brings. Fortunately, 
we are hopeful of having a new Treasurer later in 2022, a volunteer from our 
membership; and we still urge others of you to consider stepping up to help; 
the positions of Secretary, Publicity and Website Managers are still vacant.   
 

As you will gather from all this, we are determined to return our Association 
from our recent hibernation to full strength as quickly as circumstances           
permit, and restart our primary purpose to substantially support local National 
Trust properties. Please feel encouraged to return to our meetings as soon as 
you feel ready and keep up with all the latest at RNTA by visiting our excellent  
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5 Committee Report (cont) 

website which we are updating regularly. As always, spread the good word to 
friends and acquaintances about us; remember that people no longer have to be 
a member of the main National Trust to be able to join our Association. 
 

Keep safe, and all best wishes for a Happy New Year! 
 
 

Rona Townsend  proposed that the Committee report be approved,                              

seconded by Pam Southern 

6 Election of Officers and Committee 

George Brunavs advised the membership, that for the election or re-election 
of the committee for 2022, some of the people standing for re-election have 
already served for a full 8 years. According to our constitution, after 8 years, in 
order to authorise their re-election, we require signatures from at least 10 of 
the main RNTA membership, in order to relax the constitution rule which 
specifies that people need to stand down for at least one year before being 
eligible for re-election. 

George was pleased to report that 10 members had signed the form, at the 
start of the AGM, in order to relax this clause for the year 2022. 

Therefore, the following members of the committee offered themselves for 
election or re-election and the following were proposed: 

     Chairman:              Vacant 

     Secretary:              Vacant 

     Acting Treasurer:             Pam Southern 

     Membership Secretary:            Adrian Futter 

     Meetings Sec/Vice Chair : George Brunavs 

Bookings Secretary:  Pamela Southern 

     Visit Co-ordinator:  Pauline Springett 

     Web Editor:   Vacant 

     Publicity Officer:             Vacant 

     Newsletter Editor:                        Isobel Palmer  

     Sales Table:    Malcolm Tennant 

Jan Elliott proposed the above members be elected to serve on the committee                           

for the year 2022, seconded by Norma Elliott  
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 7.  Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 The Acting Treasurer advised that Ian Stimson had agreed to continue to                 

examine the accounts for 2022 

Martin Stammers proposed that his appointment be approved,                                             

seconded by Malcolm Tennant 

8.  Subscriptions 

George Brunavs reiterated to the members present that subscriptions would    

remain unchanged for a further year. 

Jenny Major proposed that subscriptions remain as agreed,                                                         

seconded by Brian Williamson 

9 Any Other Business 

 None 

10 Date of the Next Annual General Meeting 

The 35th Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 19th January 2023             
at 2:30 pm at Dunchurch Village Hall. 

 

LECTURE PROGRAMME 2022-23 

Beguiled by Bridges (Part 1 – Britain) 
 

Thursday 6 October 2022 

Dunchurch Village Hall  2.30pm 

Speaker:  Keith Holmes 
 

Keith has presented a number of his outstanding photographic essays to us in re-

cent years, and this time he returns with a new and highly recommended talk, again 

compiled from his world-wide travels. 

He will present amazing examples of bridges and viaducts large and small, ancient 

and modern, promising a dazzling display of architectural wonders. This first part 

concentrates on the many and varied structures to be found here in Britain. 

Cont ... 



9 

 

 

 

Railway Crime 

Wednesday 19 October 2022 

Dunchurch Village Hall  7.30pm 

Speaker:  Mike Riley 
 

Mike Riley, who has given us previous lively talks on the Great Central Railway and 

Railway Accidents, returns to  give a fascinating illustrated run-down of notable 

crimes on the railways of Britain during the last two hundred years. We all know 

about the famous Great Train Robbery of 1963, but what of the murder of          

Elizabeth Camp, the first woman ever to be murdered aboard a train in Britain in 

1897 and of the Merstham Tunnel Mystery in 1905?  

The 

Ribblehead  

Viaduct  

A still from the film 

of 

The Great Train Robbery - 

1903 
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Eighteen Ships 
 

Thursday 3 November 2022 

Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm 

Speaker: Anthony Addams 
 

Ancient wrecks tell us about trade. When a future king drowned, a civil war en-

sued. The greatest treasure ship we captured was......? Why was George III shown 

a model ship? The Grey Ghost carried how many passengers? How did the Polyne-

sians navigate 30,000 years ago? Why did The Fram get stuck in the ice? Enjoy 

ships of the Belle Epoque. Looking like a fish, the first successful submarine 

was.....?  
 

Magellan discovered how to 

sail round South America, but 

did he have a map? Eight-

eenth-century pirates loved 

which ship design?  
 

Anthony takes us on waves of 

excitement as he unveils se-

cret after secret on the high 

seas. 
 

Stoneywell and the Gimson Family 
 

Wednesday 16 November 2022 

Dunchurch Village Hall  7.30pm 

Speaker:  Mark Temple 
 

Mark Temple explores Ernest Gimson’s 

work as an architect and furniture maker  

in the Arts and Crafts tradition, alongside 

three generations of the Gimsons and  

numerous other characters for whom            

Stoneywell Cottage became their home. 

 

 

 The children’s bedroom > 
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Island Hopping – Around the British Isles 
 

Thursday 1 December 2022 

Dunchurch Village Hall  2.30pm 

Speaker:  Keith Cattell 
 

Take any small piece of land, surround it with water, and it becomes a place of  

romance and delight. 

This is a trip around some of the smaller island components of the British Isles, 

looking at their history, scenery and buildings. 

 

 

RNTA Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 19 January 2023 

Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm 
 

Followed by....: 
 

“Accustomed as I am.......” 

Speaker: David Howe 
 

David came to us at an AGM a few years ago, with his hilarious “Laughter is the 

Best Medicine”. This time he will entertain us with the pleasures and perils of 

public speaking, drawing from memorable moments in his 24 years of giving talks 

Isle of Staffa with Fingal’s Cave 
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Treading the Duckboards 

Thursday 2 February 2023 

Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30pm 

Speaker: Kate Wills 
 

Kate came to us in March 2022 with her fascinating talk about Northampton 

Guildhall. In a complete change of theme, this time she will talk about Army    

Concert parties, one of her thoroughly researched topics from World War I.  
  

The Magic of Morocco 

Wednesday 15 February 2023 

Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30pm 

Speaker: Roger Butler 
 

From the markets of            

Marrakesh to the sand 

dunes on the edge of the 

Sahara – a visual feast,  

including the Atlas           

Mountains, remote        

valleys, ancient forts, 

hilltop villages and colour-

ful towns. 

 

The 

Diamond 

Troupe 

— 

WW1 

Concert 

Party 
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Sophistication in British Art Deco Glass 

Thursday 2 March 2023 

Dunchurch Village Hall 2.30 pm 

Speaker:  Charles Hajdamach 
 

 Keith Murray at Stevens & Williams 

 Stuart Crystal and the Harrods Exhibition, 1934 

 Graham Sutherland, Paul Nash, Eric Ravilious 

and Dame Laura Knight 

 

“The Most Dissolute Man in London”:  

The 1st Duke of Devonshire and the Building of Chatsworth 

Wednesday 15 March 2023 

Dunchurch Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Speaker:  Gillian White 
 

William Cavendish, 4th Earl and 1st Duke of Devonshie, has gone down in history  

as both the saviour of British liberties and “the most dissolute man in London”. 

This talk looks at his exciting political life as one of the aristocrats who overthrew 

James II and brought William of Orange to the throne, and also considers the 

gambling, womanising, duel-fighting side of his story. But Cavendish was also the 

builder of one of England’s greatest country mansions, Chatsworth House, and 

we’ll also look at the architecture and decoration of this great building that took 

twenty years and two architects to complete – and was really only done by         

accident.   

Celery Glass  by                      

Eric Ravilious 

< Chatswoth House 
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Christmas at Compton Verney 

Wednesday, 7th December 2022 

By Car to arrive 11.15-11.30 am 

Organised by Pauline Springett (01788 814634 or 07340 109450) 
 

Directions:  Post code CV35 9HZ.  Compton Verney is situated on the B4086             
(off the Fosse Way B4455) 9 miles south-east of Stratford-on-Avon between                
Wellesbourne and Kineton. 
 

A 2 course lunch will be served at 1 pm but tours “Collection Highlights” start 
at 11.45 am. The car park is approximately a 10 minute walk from the 
house so, please, make allowances for this. A shuttle vehicle will be                  
available from the car park to the Gallery for members with walking              
difficulties. 
 

If you bring a valid annual pass for entry to Compton Verney exhibitions in the 
house you are eligible for a £15.30 refund on the day. 

Cont... 

 

Lunch Menu 
(Drinks can be purchased individually in the room) 

 
 

Hand-carved Turkey breast, roast potatoes, sage & cranberry stuffing,                              
honey roasted parsnips, carrots, Brussels sprouts and a rich gravy. 

Or 
Pan-fried salmon fillet, Prosecco & white wine sauce, baby crushed potatoes,         

samphire, tenderstem broccoli and spinach 
Or 

Butternut Squash Risotto, tenderstem broccoli and carrot, baby spinach,                                               
root vegetable crisps. 

Desserts 
 

Sticky toffee pudding – served with a rich salted butterscotch sauce and                                         
vanilla bean ice cream 

Or 
Mixed fruit Christmas pudding – served with a warm brandy sauce. 

 

Please indicate your menu choices on the booking form.                                           
Members with special dietary requirements please indicate.                                                      

Also if you wish to sit with certain members, please state. 
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The History of Compton Verney 
 

The Compton Estate was once home to a substantial village manor house which is 
thought to have occupied the site of the current house. It was granted to the  
Murdak family during the 12th C until 14th C. In the 1430s Henry VI granted the 
estate to John Verney, Dean of Lichfield who in turn gave it to his relation Sir  
Richard Verney. It was he who built, or rebuilt, a substantial courtyard house on 
the site of the original Murdak manor house in 1442-3 (as depicted by William 
Holler in  an engraving dated c. 1655) 
 

In the late 16th C, another Sir Richard Verney, Lord Willoughby de Broke, made 
additions to the 15th C house. In circa 1714 Sir Richard Verney’s great grandson, 
the Dean of Windsor, began ambitious remodelling of the house in the Baroque 
style. At the same time an extensive formal landscape was created with avenues 
of trees and a canal stretching down to what is now the Kineton road. 
 

Compton Verney continued to be owned by successive Lord Willoughby de Brokes 
until 1921, when the 19th Lord sold the house and surrounding land to Joseph 
Watson, a soap manufacturer and racehorse owner. The estate was in turn sold 
by his son in 1929 to the Lamb family, who lived there until 1939.  The Lambs 
moved out when the house and estate was requisitioned by the army for training 
and testing during World War II. Unfortunately much damage was done in this 
period and when the troops moved out the Lambs sold up to industrialist, Harry 
Ellard.  Ellard never lived in the house but occasionally let it out for filming and 
photography. 
 

In 1984 the estate was sold to Christopher Buxton who converted the stables into 
apartments, now known as the Coach House. The Peter Moores Foundation 
bought Compton Verney in 1993 and established the Compton Verney House 
Trust.  Planning permission to convert the house into an art gallery was granted  
in 1995. The transformation of Compton Verney, a mix of new build and con-

servation was led by 
two architectural 
practices, Stanton 
Williams and,           
Leamington-based, 
Rodney Melville & 
Partners. The gallery 
opened in 2004 and, 
to date, has                 
welcomed nearly 
500,000 visitors. 
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Photos of some of our 2022 outings 

Arbury Hall 

21 June 

Photographed 

by 

Adrian Futter 

Middleton Hall 

8 June 

Photographed 

by 

Isobel Palmer 

The well  

dressing at 

Tissington on 

26 May 

Photographed 

by 

George 

Brunavs           

and                  

Ann Tubb 
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